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Dear Small Group Leader 

Welcome to our D4J 2018 May Campaign!  

We are excited to announce this year’s theme: Living an Invitational Lifestyle. The 

world runs on stories, e.g. people’s life stories, Hollywood stories, news, etc. But the 

greatest and most important story is God’s story: a story of redemption and 

restoration. The best part of His story is that each of us has an active role to play in it. 

As a community we want to take a closer look at how we can live out His story in a 

way that will invite others to join in.  

This year the campaign will run in three phases. The first phase will kick off in May and 

serve as an introduction to this invitational lifestyle. We want to run a four week 

sermon series during the different Sunday celebration services and then further 

discuss these sermons in the different churches’ small group environments during the 

week. To assist you, as a small group leader, we have created a D4J 2018 Small 

Group Guide, which consists of the following: 

 The four week Sermon Outlines which you can discuss during your small group 

sessions. 

 The four week Small Group Facilitator’s Guides to help you facilitate your small 

group. It correlates with the sermon outlines of each week. 

 

Then in June, for phase two, we will take hands with the Alpha course group. This is 

where the Alpha course leaders can equip you—as a leader—to be trained as an 

Alpha course host. And then for the third phase, in July and August, you will have the 

opportunity to host Alpha in your own home or church environment. Information and 

resource material for these last two phases will be made available closer to the time, 

and be sure to visit the D4J website regularly for any updates about the campaign at 

www.d4j.co.za. 

 

It is important to note that you as a church do not have to run all three phases. You 

are welcome to stop at Phase 1 or continue according to your church’s needs and/or 
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internal structures. We would, however, encourage all three phases, as we believe it 

carries an outreach opportunity that can transform and impact our community in a in 

a fresh, new way. 

 

Finally, we trust that you will enjoy this year’s campaign with us, as we live out His story 

and extend the invitation to the rest of Durbanville.  

 

Kind regards, 

 

Pastor Louis du Piesanie 
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SERMON OUTLINE 

PART 1: STORIES 

 

MAIN IDEA 

We are part of a bigger story, GOD’S STORY, and we have a key part to play in it. 

 

INTRODUCTION  

Video link: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FLCTRHpWIuI 

 

We all need a larger story in which the stories of our lives can be located. Our whole 

planet needs more than ever a good story to live in and live by. The world runs on 

people’s life stories, some are DANGEROUS, but one has the power to HEAL and 

TRANSFORM. 

 

People do not act based on reality, they act on the stories they believe about reality. 

It’s what drives the media, advertising and large parts of social media. Yet, as 

Christians we so often miss the greatest story, God’s story, which is unfolding NOW. This 

is the greatest story of all time, and we are not just included in this story, but we have 

a key part to play in.  

 

God’s story is summed up into 4 main chapters: Creation, Fall, Redemption and 

Restoration. Paul paints this incredible picture of this story in his short sermon. 

 

READ Acts 17:22-31  

 

GOD’S BIG STORY! 

Paul’s sermon to the philosophers at Mars Hill (found in Acts 17:22-31) is unique for 

several reasons: Paul gears his sermon towards an exclusively Gentile (non-Jewish) 

audience, using language and jargon that they would understand, even going so far 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FLCTRHpWIuI
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as to quote Gentile poets. Since his audience likely did not have familiarity with the 

story of Israel in the Old Testament, Paul provides them with this background 

information. In this sermon, we can see how Paul summarises the entirety of God’s 

redemption plan: creation, fall, redemption, and restoration. 

 

Creation 

Paul describes the God of Israel as a God who created and continues to sustain 

everything. He is a God who does not need humans to survive, nor a God that needs 

a physical dwelling place. 

 

God is described further as the one who made mankind, creating all the nations as 

descendants from one man—Adam. God does not depend on mankind; rather, 

mankind depends on God for our very breath. This is not a foreign concept for the 

Gentiles, so Paul quotes their poets to drive this point home—we owe everything to 

the creator. 

 

Into this creation humanity enters, “The image of God on earth” with a specific 

function to reflect the world to God (worship) and God to the world (mission, in the 

truest sense). 

 

Fall 

Paul’s description of the fall is found in his critique of idolatry. Having established that 

we depend on God, the creator—and even quoting a Greek poet that we are 

children of the divine—Paul then explains how manmade idolatry is worthless. Idols 

are made from the best materials and skills that mankind has to offer, but it pales in 

comparison to the craftsmanship of God. 

 

The heart of the fall message is how evil enters the world through Adam, how we are 

evil because of what Adam has done, and at its core evil has driven humanity away 

from being images of the creator—by thinking we are the creator ourselves! Paul also 

describes the effects of the fall, using the imagery of ignorance. The Athenians are 

guilty of not knowing the God of the cosmos and instead worshipping idols created 

by humans. Their worship is two steps removed from the true object of our worship; 
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instead of worshipping God, they worship something created by humans, whom God 

created! 

 

Redemption 

Because of ignorance and misplaced worship, mankind is far from God. But that 

relationship does not need to stay broken; Paul says that God is not that far off (verse 

27). The God that they do not know (verse 23) is knowable, and Paul then explains 

how. The God of everything is giving mankind an opportunity to repent—to turn away 

from their idols and turn toward God. 

 

Through, his son, Jesus’ conception, birth, life, death and resurrection humanity is 

redeemed by destroying evil’s greatest weapon: death, and by putting evil onto a 

leash. Through Jesus the price for humanity’s evil is paid for and we can be saved 

through repentance. 

 

Paul adds a sense of urgency for this repentance by mentioning a future day of 

judgment for mankind. For these philosophers, who were used to discussing and 

debating the merits of ideas, the idea of an ultimate judge who would evaluate them, 

must have made them sweat just a little. 

 

Restoration 

God’s plan of restoration, as Paul describes to the Athenian philosophers, hinges on 

the resurrection of the dead. Jesus—whom Paul never refers to by name in this 

sermon—is the first-fruit of the resurrection from the dead (verse 31), thus providing 

hope to the rest of mankind to be resurrected as well. 

 

In God’s genius plan He begins to restore humanity (those who accept and believe 

in His redemption). His three-way plan is clear. He gives us the Holy Spirit, who testifies 

with our Adam spirit that we are now children of God. As we hear his voice and obey, 

He renews our minds and promises in Romans 8 to complete the job by raising us, as 

he did Jesus, from the dead. At that point creation will be set free and God will restore 

His earth back to how it was intended to be: with us, humanity, doing life (e.g. work, 

family, social, etc.) while reflecting the world to God (worship) and God to the world 

(mission, in the truest sense). 
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MAKING SENSE OF GOD’S STORY 

As human beings our worldview, the way we see the world, is shaped by four simple 

questions: 

 

1. Who are we?  

2. Where are we?  

3. What is wrong?  

4. What is the solution? 

 

As Christians we need to answer those questions form God’s big story perspective. 

Genesis 1 answers the first two of these worldview questions in this way: 

“Who are we?” We belong to God. 

“Where are we?” We are meant to live with God in God’s Paradise. 

 

Genesis 3, which describes the fall, answers the third worldview question: 

“What’s the problem?” The problem is that evil entered into our world. We are no 

longer living under God's rule and have lost the presence of God. Adam and Eve, 

our archetypal parents, sinned and were banished from Paradise.  

 

This brings us to the fourth worldview question, "What's the solution?" Genesis 3:15 

provides the answer: The serpent, the originator of the evil, will be crushed by one of 

Eve's descendants: Jesus. Through God’s plan of redemption and restoration He is 

returning this world back to how God intended it to be. And that begins today, now, 

as the redeemed humanity live lives of restoration bringing real hope to the world.  

 

CONCLUSION 

An invitational life starts by seeing the big story where we find ourselves in, seeing the 

big purpose God has for us, and living today in light of that.  

- Have you grasped the story we find ourselves in?  

- Are your worldview being shaped, defined, and challenged by answering those 

4 questions from God’s perspective or the world’s perspective?  

- Are you living God’s story? 
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SERMON OUTLINE 

PART 2: QUESTIONS 

 

MAIN IDEA 

Living out the four worldview questions (Part 1) should stir those around us to ask 

questions about our Christian lifestyle. 

 

INTRODUCTION  

Video link: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ThVwkvbSmc0 

 

Recap from Part 1: 

As human beings our worldview, the way we see the world, is shaped by four simple 

questions: 

 

5. Who are we?  

6. Where are we?  

7. What is wrong?  

8. What is the solution? 

 

Every single human being, consciously or subconsciously is asking these questions. The 

answers to these questions define who we are and our actions. Think of people you 

know, e.g. friends, leaders of the country, etc. Everyone’s lives and actions are shaped 

by how they answer these 4 questions. 

 

TRANSITION 

God’s story provides real answers and context to the four biggest questions every 

single person asks and lives by. For us, as Christians, the problem is simple, if we are not 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ThVwkvbSmc0
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living out God’s worldview then those around us will not ask questions. No questions, 

no need for answers. 

 

READ about the woman at the well in John 4:4-30. 

 

THE WORLDVIEW OF THE WOMAN (the ways she viewed herself) 

1. Who was she?  

She was a Samaritan: a race of people that the Jews utterly despised as having 

no claim to their God. She was also an outcast and was looked down upon by 

her own people.  

2. Where was she?  

She was in a city called Sychar, where she came to draw water from the 

community well. During biblical times, drawing water and chatting at the well 

was the social highlight of a woman’s day. However, this woman was 

ostracised and marked as immoral (an unmarried woman living openly with the 

sixth in a series of men). This is evidenced by the fact that she came alone to 

draw water during the middle of the day. 

3. What was wrong?  

We can only speculate, but five husbands and a sixth indicate someone with 

a broken sexual past, maybe abuse all pointing to her not really knowing or 

experiencing real love.  

4. What was her solution?  

To keep looking for love in all the wrong places, pursuing purpose and fulfilment 

and never really finding it. 

 

THE WORLDVIEW OF THE JESUS (the way Jesus viewed her) 

1. Who was she?  

She belonged to God, created in His image. 

2. Where was she?  

She was meant to live with God in God’s Paradise, yet evil had her in its grasp. 

3. What was wrong?  

The problem is that evil entered into her world. She was no longer living under 

God’s rule and have lost the presence of God. 
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4. What was her solution?  

Jesus came as the fulfilment of God’s plan to redeem and restore her world. 

Through His life, death and resurrection He would institute God’s new creation. 

 

JESUS’ RESPONSE 

1. He was real: 

“Jesus, tired as he was from the journey, sat down by the well.” (John 4:6, NIV) 

“When a Samaritan woman came to draw water, Jesus said to her, ‘Will you 

give me a drink?” (John 4:7, NIV) 

2. He looked beyond the labels: 

“The Samaritan woman said to him, “You are a Jew and I am a Samaritan 

woman. How can you ask me for a drink?’” (For Jews do not associate with 

Samaritans.)” (John 4:9, NIV) 

“If you knew the gift of god and who it is that asks you for a drink, you would 

have asked him and he would have given you living water.” (John 4:10, NIV) 

3. He listened to the heart: 

“The woman said to him, ‘Sir give me this water so that I won’t get thirsty and 

have to keep coming here to draw water.’” (John 4:15, NIV) 

“He told her, ‘Go, call your husband and come back.’ ‘I have no husband,’ 

she replied.’” (John 4:16-17, NIV) 

“Jesus said to her, ‘You are right when you say you have no husband. The fact 

is, you have had five husbands, and the man you now have is not your 

husband. What you have just said is quiet true.’” (John 4:17-18, NIV) 

4. He shared THE STORY: 

“A time is coming when you will worship the Father neither on this mountain nor 

in Jerusalem… a time is coming and has come when the true worshippers will 

worship the Father in the Spirit and in truth.” (John 4:21&23, NIV). 

 

CONCLUSION 

When we are living God’s story, we begin to live a life of invitation. This invitational 

lifestyle then becomes who we are and not just another thing we do.  
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Embracing and living the four questions from God’s perspective means we begin to 

see those around us from His perspective as well—we start to see people the way God 

does and begin to respond accordingly, just like Jesus did with the woman at the well. 

 

- Do you know your life and actions are a response to the way you are answering 

the 4 questions? 

- Are you answering the four questions from God’s viewpoint, or your own? 

- Is your answering something you are living out and manifesting on a daily basis? 

 

Look at the woman’s response again. She begins to grasp God’s story, and her 

answers to the four questions are beginning to change: “The woman went back to 

the town and said to the people, ‘Come, see a man who told me everything I ever 

did. Could this be the Messiah?’” (John 4:28-29, NIV). 
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SERMON OUTLINE 

PART 3: HOSTS 

 

MAIN IDEA 

The invitational lifestyle is about grasping the big story—God’s story—and having 

people ask questions, and then becoming a host. 

 

INTRODUCTION  

Video link: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ial4UsFtJxU 

 

The invitational life really is a way of life: a different paradigm and a different way of 

relating to people, and it all starts with grace. 

 

READ Luke 14:12-24 

It was a Sabbath day and Jesus had been invited to eat at the house of a prominent 

Pharisee. He has four different conversations in Luke 14 to four different people. We 

are going to look at the last two in a slightly different order: 

 

THE GUEST (verses 15-23) 

Jesus is talking to the guest who is already at the banquet. For Luke, the Jewish people 

had been waiting for many centuries for the kingdom (the banquet) to come as 

promised. Finally, the kingdom came at last through Jesus, so people needed to join 

the celebration quickly. Some did, but so many others, in Palestine and in the Jewish 

communities, never recognised the kingdom Jesus was instituting, and so never got 

to taste it.  

 

There are so many parallels to our, so called Christian, country. So many of us are 

desperate for real hope, real direction, and a way of life that works. Yet, even with our 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ial4UsFtJxU
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Christian roots we fail to see the kingdom of God right before us. So many people 

today will acknowledge the invitation, but when the invitation comes they refuse to 

accept and commit to it. The values and life of the kingdom have slipped down the 

list with so many other things taking priority, e.g. money, status, career, etc. 

 

Jesus has a timely reminder for the guests that are already “in” (that is us, the church): 

 

1. God makes all the preparations  (verses 15-16) 

This is God’s banquet. Through redemption and restoration we are invited into 

kingdom lifestyle that impacts all of us. 

 

2. God sends us to extend the invitation to others (verses 16, 18-21) 

It is the twist of the kingdom, we will discuss it more in detail in the next part about 

the host. 

 

3. God doesn’t want anyone to miss out (verses 23) 

God’s messengers have gone out into the roads and neighbourhoods of the 

world, getting all kinds of unexpected people to join the party—people with every 

kind of moral and immoral background, people quite different from them 

culturally, socially, ethnically and ethically. God’s kingdom is for everyone.  

 

THE HOST (verses12-13) 

Talking to the host of the party, Jesus was not having a go at him, but there was a 

general principle. The party to which the original guests were invited to was Jesus’ 

kingdom-movement, his remarkable welcome to everyone. If people wanted to be 

included in Jesus’ movement, this is the sort of thing they were joining: a kingdom 

lifestyle not just for the rich or the middle class, but for everyone.  

 

The parable has a twist though. Those who accept the invitation—party guests—are 

then expected to become party hosts at some point, and to live out an invitational 

lifestyle for EVERYONE to see. 
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MOVING FROM GUEST TO HOST (Read John 2:1-12) 

Jesus was the master at being a quest and looking for opportunities to host God’s 

presence. He would take everyday moments and use them to reflect heaven on 

earth. 

 

Every day we are presented with opportunities to host God’s presence. It may be as 

simple as saying hello to a stranger, as powerful as praying for healing, or giving a 

prophetic word, but it all starts by having that host mentality and then seeing what 

God wants to do. 

 

CONCLUSION 

Accepting God’s invitation and becoming a guest means at some point you’ll need 

to move from guest to host. The invitational life is about hosting God’s kingdom. Tom 

wright sums it up perfectly: “The challenge comes to us today. Christians, hearing this 

anywhere in the world, must work out in their own churches and families what it would 

mean to celebrate God’s kingdom so that the people at the bottom of the pile, at 

the end of the line, would find it to be good news. It isn’t enough to say that we 

ourselves are the people dragged in from the country lanes, to our surprise, to enjoy 

God’s party. That may be true; but party guests are then expected to become party 

hosts in their turn.” Wright, T. (2004). Luke for Everyone (pp. 178–179). London: Society 

for Promoting Christian Knowledge. 

 

- Have you moved from guest to host? 

- Are you hosting God’s kingdom? 
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SERMON OUTLINE 

PART 4: INVITATION 

 

MAIN IDEA 

God is inviting! We can be used by Him to invite people to the Alpha course. 

 

INTRODUCTION  

Video link: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h2pDcZw1Ji8&t=171s 

 

As we live this invitational lifestyle, we realise that God is inviting people all the time. 

His kingdom is for everyone and He wants to use us to invite those around us to be a 

part of this incredible story. 

 

READ Isaiah 55:1-3 

 

God is a very inviting God! 

The word “inviting” has two meanings, doesn’t it? You can say, “This spot is inviting.” 

And you mean that it is pleasant, attractive, and that you feel drawn to come here. 

Or you can say, “Brad is inviting us to come to his house on Thursday.” And you mean 

that something special is happening, and he says he wants us to come. 

 

The great news about God is that He is inviting in both ways. No text in the Bible shows 

this more vividly than Isaiah 55:1–3. 

 

Who Are Invited? 

The answer is, two kinds of people.  

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h2pDcZw1Ji8&t=171s
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1. The Thirsty and the Broke 

The first kind is described in verse 1: “Come, everyone who thirsts, come to the 

waters; and he who has no money, come, buy and eat! Come, buy wine and milk 

without money and without price.”  

 

God invites thirsty people who can’t pay for what they need. God says, “Come, 

everyone who thirsts and has no money—no resources, no bargaining position, no 

track record, no power, no prestige, no pull.” God is inviting you today to enjoy 

His banquet. 

 

2. The Self-Sufficient 

But there is a second kind of person whom God also invites that is described in 

verse 2: “Why do you spend your money for that which is not bread, and your 

labour for that which does not satisfy?” 

 

In verse 1, God said, “He who has no money, come!” In verse 2, he talks to 

someone who has money and the strength to labour. The first kind of person is 

desperate and knows it: they are thirsty and broke. But the second person isn’t 

there yet. They have money and are spending it. They’ve got strength and they 

are working, but what’s the result? Frustration. 

 

So, two kinds of people are invited by God: the thirsty who are broke and cannot 

pay, and the thirsty who think they can pay and try to work their way to 

satisfaction.  

 

I think everybody knows people who are in one of these two categories. There is 

an invite to be part of God’s incredible story, and through the invitational lifestyle 

people will see that this life is so inviting. 

 

INVITING FRIENDS TO ALPHA 

The #1 reason people come on Alpha is because someone invited them. 

 

The first big question is: Who should I invite? There are two ways to think about this: 
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1. Who do you already know? 

You have a network of relationships that generally fall into four categories: friends, 

family, neighbours and co-workers/classmates. Ask yourself these questions: 

- Who do I know on a first name basis?  

- Who are people with whom I share a similar interest or participate in similar 

activities (e.g. soccer team, etc.)? 

- Who seems open or likely to respond to an invitation?  

- Who doesn’t appear to have a relationship with Christ or attend a church? 

2. Make the most of opportunities 

God is always at work in people’s lives and He often directs us to people He is 

drawing His way. If we are willing and prepared there are all kinds of invitational 

opportunities. 

  

The second big question then is: How should I invite? Some suggestions: 

 

1. Make it PERSONAL 

Unless it is impossible, invite people to go with you to the first night. People are 

more likely to attend Alpha if they arrive there the first time with the person who 

invited them. 

2. Make it INTERESTING 

Be enthusiastic and positive about the opportunity. Think about how you would 

go about inviting someone out to a movie or rugby game. For example: “We have 

this really interesting event happening next Wednesday evening that I really think 

you would enjoy.” 

3. Make it RELEVANT 

See if you can connect Alpha to a need or interest. For example: “You mentioned 

that you were open to believe in something, but you were not sure how to find 

out more. We have this course at our church that can help you talk more clearly 

about these issues.” 

4. Make it EASY 

Try to make it as easy as possible to attend. Just invite them to the first night. Make 

sure the invitation has a “no strings attached feel.” Put yourself on an equal level 

with them. For example: “I am going to check this thing out, would you like to 

come with me?” 
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5. Anticipate the OBJECTIONS 

Make sure you think through objections that might cause them not to attend: 

 Getting there – invite them to drive with you. 

 Don’t know anyone else – offer to go with them.  

 Different faith background – Alpha is for everyone, no matter what your 

religious background may be. 

 

CONCLUSION  

So think about people in your circle who you would love to see get to know God. Start 

praying for them and ask God to open your eyes for opportunities to invite them! Let 

us pray that Alpha will be used for many to get to know and encounter Jesus in a new 

way! What an exciting and easy thing for you to play a role in?! 

 

 

 

  



21 
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SMALL GROUP FACILITATOR’S GUIDE 

SESSION 1: STORIES 

 

MAIN IDEA 

We are part of a larger story, GOD’S STORY, and we have a key part to play in it. 

 

FELLOWSHIP 

Start your small group by enjoying a meal together (a critical element in the Alpha 

course). As you say grace remind each other that fellowship is a vital part of Christian 

life and even more so in accomplishing God’s mission. 

 

WORSHIP 

Below are links to songs you can use during your worship together.  

 

For meditating and thanking God for what He has done: 

“No longer slaves” – by Jonathan David and Melissa Helser 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=f8TkUMJtK5k 

 

For reminding and inspiring us that God wants us to partner with him in the mission of 

restoring the world: 

“For the One” – by Brian and Jenn Johnson 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e_bj6mjUj7k&feature=youtu.be 

 

TEACHING 

Read Acts 17:22-31 

 

Recap the 4 key chapters of God’s story as outlined below: 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=f8TkUMJtK5k
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e_bj6mjUj7k&feature=youtu.be


23 
  

God’s Big Story! 

 

Paul’s sermon to the philosophers at Mars Hill (found in Acts 17:22-31) is unique for 

several reasons: Paul gears his sermon towards an exclusively Gentile (non-Jewish) 

audience, using language and jargon that they would understand, even going so far 

as to quote Gentile poets. Since his audience likely did not have familiarity with the 

story of Israel in the Old Testament, Paul provides them with this background 

information. In this sermon, we can see how Paul summarises the entirety of God’s 

redemption plan: creation, fall, redemption, and restoration. 

 

1. Creation 

Paul describes the God of Israel as a God who created and continues to sustain 

everything. He is a God who does not need humans to survive, nor a God that needs 

a physical dwelling place. 

 

God is described further as the one who made mankind, creating all the nations as 

descendants from one man—Adam. God does not depend on mankind; rather, 

mankind depends on God for our very breath. This is not a foreign concept for the 

Gentiles, so Paul quotes their poets to drive this point home—we owe everything to 

the creator. 

 

Into this creation humanity enters, “The image of God on earth” with a specific 

function to reflect the world to God (worship) and God to the world (mission, in the 

truest sense). 

 

2. Fall 

Paul’s description of the fall is found in his critique of idolatry. Having established that 

we depend on God, the creator—and even quoting a Greek poet that we are 

children of the divine—Paul then explains how manmade idolatry is worthless. Idols 

are made from the best materials and skills that mankind has to offer, but it pales in 

comparison to the craftsmanship of God. 

 

The heart of the fall message is how evil enters the world through Adam, how we are 

evil because of what Adam has done, and at its core evil has driven humanity away 
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from being images of the creator—by thinking we are the creator ourselves! Paul also 

describes the effects of the fall, using the imagery of ignorance. The Athenians are 

guilty of not knowing the God of the cosmos and instead worshipping idols created 

by humans. Their worship is two steps removed from the true object of our worship; 

instead of worshipping God, they worship something created by humans, whom God 

created! 

 

3. Redemption 

Because of ignorance and misplaced worship, mankind is far from God. But that 

relationship does not need to stay broken; Paul says that God is not that far off (verse 

27). The God that they do not know (verse 23) is knowable, and Paul then explains 

how. The God of everything is giving mankind an opportunity to repent—to turn away 

from their idols and turn toward God. 

 

Through, his son, Jesus’ conception, birth, life, death and resurrection humanity is 

redeemed by destroying evil’s greatest weapon: death and by putting evil onto a 

leash. Through Jesus the price for humanity’s evil is paid for and we can be saved 

through repentance. 

 

Paul adds a sense of urgency for this repentance by mentioning a future day of 

judgment for mankind. For these philosophers, who were used to discussing and 

debating the merits of ideas, the idea of an ultimate judge who would evaluate them 

must have made them sweat just a little. 

 

4. Restoration 

God’s plan of restoration, as Paul describes to the Athenian philosophers, hinges on 

the resurrection of the dead. Jesus—whom Paul never refers to by name in this 

sermon—is the first-fruit of the resurrection from the dead (verse 31), thus providing 

hope to the rest of mankind to be resurrected as well. 

 

In God’s genius plan He begins to restore humanity (those who accept and believe 

in His redemption). His three-way plan is clear, He gives us the Holy Spirit, who testifies 

with our Adam spirit that we are now children of God. As we hear his voice and obey, 

He renews our minds and promises in Romans 8 to complete the job by raising us, as 
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he did Jesus, from the dead. At that point creation will be set free and God will restore 

His earth back to how it was intended to be: with us, humanity, doing life (e.g. work, 

family, social, etc.) while reflecting the world to God (worship) and God to the world 

(mission, in the truest sense). 

 

ASK 

- What are the 4 chapters of God’s story? 

- Do we understand the 4 chapters of God’s story? 

- How do we make God’s story real for us?  

- As human beings our worldview—the way we see the world—is shaped by 4 

simple questions:  

1. Who are we?  

2. Where are we?  

3. What is wrong?  

4. What is the solution? 

- How do we answer these 4 questions from God’s perspective? 

 

MINISTRY 

Pray for each other to have our worldview and identity shaped by God’s story. Pray 

those four questions and answers into each other’s lives. 
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SMALL GROUP FACILITATOR’S GUIDE 

SESSION 2: QUESTIONS 

 

MAIN IDEA 

Living out the four worldview questions (Session 1) should stir those around us to ask 

questions about our Christian lifestyle. 

 

FELLOWSHIP 

Start your small group by enjoying a meal together. As you eat, share stories of what 

has brought you to Jesus and how you entered into this kingdom of life. 

 

WORSHIP 

Below are links to songs you can use during your worship together.  

 

For meditating and thanking God for what He has done: 

“No longer slaves” – by Jonathan David and Melissa Helser 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=f8TkUMJtK5k 

 

For reminding and inspiring us that God wants us to partner with him in the mission of 

restoring the world: 

“For the One” – by Brian and Jenn Johnson 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e_bj6mjUj7k&feature=youtu.be 

 

TEACHING 

Read about the woman at the well in John 4:4-30 

 

ASK 

Thinking of the key four worldview questions ask the following: 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=f8TkUMJtK5k
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e_bj6mjUj7k&feature=youtu.be
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1. How did the woman see herself:  

- Who was she? 

- Where was she? 

- What was wrong? 

- What was her solution? 

2. How did Jesus see her: 

- Who was she? 

- Where was she? 

- What was wrong? 

- What was her solution? 

3. What was Jesus’ response? 

4. When we are living out God’s story, we begin to live a life of invitation. This 

invitational lifestyle then becomes who we are, and not just another thing we 

do. How does this begin to change the way we view the world? 

5. Do you know that your life and actions are a response to the way you are 

answering the four questions? 

 

MINISTRY 

Pray for each other to begin viewing the world and people around us through a 

different set of eyes—His eyes. 
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SMALL GROUP FACILITATOR’S GUIDE 

SESSION 3: HOSTS 

 

MAIN IDEA 

The invitational lifestyle is about grasping the big story, having people ask questions, 

and then becoming a host. 

 

FELLOWSHIP 

Start your small group by enjoying a meal together. Before you eat ask God to help 

you host a “presence moment” during dinner and the rest of the evening. Trust God 

to move tangibly throughout the night and do something extraordinary (e.g. praying 

for healing or breakthrough, etc.) 

 

WORSHIP 

Below are links to songs you can use during your worship together.  

 

“10,000 Reasons (Bless the Lord)” – by Matt Redman 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DXDGE_lRI0E 

 

God give us your eyes: 

“For the One” – by Brian and Jenn Johnson 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e_bj6mjUj7k&feature=youtu.be 

 

TEACHING 

Read Luke 14:12-24 

 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DXDGE_lRI0E
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e_bj6mjUj7k&feature=youtu.be
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ASK 

 

6. What does Jesus have to say to the guests? (verses 15-23) 

- God makes all the preparations (verses 15-16) 

- God sends us to extend the invitation (verses 16, 18-21) 

- God wants no one to miss out (verse 23) 

7. What does Jesus have to say to the host? (verses 12-13) 

- Those who accept the invitation (the party’s guests) are then expected to 

become party hosts at some point: to accept the invitation and live a 

lifestyle of invitation for EVERYONE to see. 

8. How do we move from being a guest to becoming a host? (Read John 2:1-12) 

9. How did Jesus go from being a guest to hosting God’s presence? 

10. How did He reflect heaven on earth? 

11. What can we learn from Him? 

 

MINISTRY 

Pray for each other to have the opportunity this week to move from just being a guest 

to hosting in our day to day lives. 
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SMALL GROUP FACILITATOR’S GUIDE 

SESSION 4: INVITATION 

 

MAIN IDEA 

God is inviting, we can be used by Him to invite people to Alpha. 

 

FELLOWSHIP 

Start your small group by enjoying a meal together. As you say grace, pray for God to 

highlight someone you can invite to Alpha. 

 

WORSHIP 

Below are links to songs you can use during your worship together.  

 

“God of this City” – by Chris Tomlin 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=s5rbA2k4JwM 

 

God, open the doors: 

“For the One” – by Brian and Jenn Johnson 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e_bj6mjUj7k&feature=youtu.be 

 

TEACHING 

Read Isaiah 55:1-3 

God is a very inviting God. 

Who are invited? 

 

ASK 

- What is the #1 reason people come to Alpha? 

- Who should I invite? Who do I already know? 

- How should I invite people to Alpha? 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=s5rbA2k4JwM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e_bj6mjUj7k&feature=youtu.be
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- Make it PERSONAL 

- Make it INTERESTING 

- Make it RELEVANT 

- Make it EASY 

- What could the objections be? 

 

MINISTRY 

Pray for each other and our friends who need to do Alpha. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


